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FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


ESSAY ON THE HISTORY OF ST, PHILIP’S CHURCH. 
(Continued from page 201.) 
CHAPTER VII. 


Tue history of a congregation would be imperfect, if it were strictly 
limited to its proceedings, in a collective capacity. The life of each 
member, at least so much of it as relates to his or her acts, for the benefit 
of the congregation, is a proper part of such a history, and therefore, as 
in preceding chapters, we refer to individuals. 

In the year 1818, on the occasion of the death of Mr. John Teasdale, 
the sermon from Numbers xxiii. 10. by the assistant minister, concluded 
as follows :—* To such reflections, we are naturally invited by the recent 
‘death of an aged and respected member. At twelve years of age, the 
‘same period of life when his blessed Lord dedicated himself to the 
‘divine service in the temple, he renewed and ratified his baptismal en- 
‘gagements in the solemn rite of confirmation, and at fifteen took his 
‘seat among the faithful at the holy supper. He continued a steady 
‘communicant of the Church to the end of life. During the term of 
‘ more than half a century, he valued this delightful ordinance very much, 
‘as appears not only from his declarations, but from several devotional 
‘manuscripts found among his papers. And on the last day in which he 
‘ was permitted to leave his home, he expressed a strong desire for the 
‘holy communion, saying it was probably the last time that he should 
‘have this means of grace. He had much enjoyment iu all the services 
‘of the sanctuary; and neither the informity of age and a lingering dis- 
‘ease, nor the inclemency of weather were obstacles to his regular at- 
‘tendance twice on the Lord’s day, and generally on prayer days, and 
‘the fasts and festivals. When you now notice his vacant seat you can- 
‘not fail to recollect how seldom it was vacant before ; but we have good 
‘hope that he has passed to a temple not made with hands eternal in the 
‘ heavens, that he sits with Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, and now par- 
‘takes of the new wine with his blessed master in our Father’s kingdom. 
‘He held for many years the office of a warden in this Church, and 
‘seemed to take much pleasure in the performance of its duties, doubt- 
‘less considering them as an humble offering to that Lord whom he was 
‘studious to serve. One of the last acts of his life was a duty connected 
‘with this office, the gathering of alms fur the poor members of Christ. 
‘And may we not hope that he has been permitted to adopt the plea of 
‘Nehemiah. ‘“ Remember me, O my God, concerning this, and wipe 


7 f ’ 1 
ne sof - > A jpmaAne thank [ mers ' na tar tha | "ce ny ‘ ‘até 
not UuUutl my POOR ceeds which i nave gone tor the nouse Ol my UUs 
7 . = 
: a 


" . : + 
; tl, iv i, ew ‘ . x)? ' al 


41 ‘ *% ss 2 ~ ry 
a fT 7 =1™ Pron) ’ ‘ + +n Ko As . - ' ; ; 
onices tnerceot!r, it pnleass \ LO VISsii m \v¥i ul 











St, POA ge St 


x 2 : ee 5 
= P Se 











296 Essay on the History of St. Philip's Church. [ Nov. 


‘ various kinds. But in the disappointment of earthly prospects, and 
‘the pains and anxieties of disease, he had that faith which is an anchor 
‘to the soul, both sure and steadfast. He had that peace which passeth 
‘all understanding, and that hope which the world cannot give, which is 
‘full of glory. In this example, let the young observe the advantages 
‘of an early dedication to the service of God. Karly piety must afford 
‘unspeakable satisfaction 10 the retrospect of a long life, and it must fur- 
‘nish an invaluable security against the snares of the world. It is more- 
‘over particularly acceptable to that God who has required us to 
‘remember him in the days of youth, and who has been pleased to say 
‘that Ae will remember the offerings of the young. But to reap your 
‘reward you must not be weary in well doing; you must persevere to 
‘the end. If you have dedicated yourselves to God, let me beseech you 
‘not to turn back, not to neglect your vows, and desert your privileges. 
‘ To turn back is to prove yourselves unfit for the kingdom of heaven. 
‘It is to expose yourselves to the loss of divine grace, without which you 
‘eannot be saved. “ Ephraim is joined to idols, let him alone.” You 
‘may be abandoned by the Almighty, His grace may be withdrawn. 
‘You may be suffered to go on from bad to worse until your ruin is con- 
‘summated. May God save you from the first step, and enable you to 
‘be steadfast, immoveable, and always abounding in his service. May we 
‘not all learn from this example to cherish more and more that reiigion 
‘which can alone produce resignation under the evils of life, and give 
‘hope in death—without which, all enjoyments are unsatisfactory, and 
‘with which no bodily suffering, no affliction, no disappointment can 
‘make us miserable. Who is he that will harm you if you be followers 
‘of that which is good ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or 
‘famine, or sword? Nay, in all these things, we are more than con- 
‘querors through him that loved us.” 

On another occasion, in 1825, after his sermon on 2 Tim. 1. 12., the 
same minister said, ‘‘ We are now called, my brethren, by Divine Pro- 
‘yidence, to sympathize with some of our fellow-worshippers, whose 
‘sorrows are aggravated by a separation from near friends at a time 
‘when heir presence is especially needed and valued. But they “know 
‘in whom they have believed,” and they are not denied the consolation 
‘which results from the “ good name” of their departed friend, and the 
‘richer consolation which the Gospel alone can impart, founded in the 
‘ well-grounded hope that he has madea happy exchange. The character 
‘of Mr. William Clarkson entitles his memory to respectful notice. He 
‘was a worthy member of our Church. I do not now speak of this con- 
‘ gregation, to which indeed he had belonged, and which it is believed he 
‘ left principally, under a just conviction that his services would be of 
‘more importance in that sphere of usefulness to which he transferred 
‘them. His removal was indeed a subject of regret, qualified however 
‘by the consideration that his zeal and ability would be valuable in fos- 
‘tering and rearing a newly organized congregation, St. Paul’s, Rad- 
‘clileborough. We may assemble in different buildings, and have 
‘local regulations, but the Church is one, and the interest of each 
‘part ought to be so dear to every other part, that the strong should be 

‘ willing to assist the feeble at the expense of their personal interest. In 


? 


‘the duties of the Chairman of the Vestry of St. Paul’s Church, which 
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‘office he held for several years, he was attentive, active, indefati- 
‘gable, and successful. It is known that those financial arrangements 
‘by which that Church was relieved of its embarrassments, were carried 
‘into effect by his zeal and perseverance, without which they probably 
‘would not have succeeded, So important did those proceedings ap- 
‘pear to the * ecclesiastical authority of this diocese,” that they were 
‘ brought to the view of the convention in the highest terms of commen- 
‘dation.* Under the influence of the same disposition to promote the 
‘cause of religion and do good to the souls of men, he undertook the 
‘ office of a lay reader in the vicinity of his country residence, which he 
‘ discharged to the satisfaction, and we doubt not the spiritual welfare of 
‘many. In those parts of our country where the ministers of the Church 
‘are not yet settled, the public reading by some respectable pious lay- 
‘man of our liturgy, and an approved sermon on the Lord’s day would, 
‘there is every reason to believe, be attended with happy effects; and 
‘it is gratifying to know that the example in some other instances be- 
‘sides the present, has been afforded. Particularly interested for the 
‘ welfare of those near him, he was not indifferent to that of the Church 
‘at large, and one of his last acts was the taking a part in the concerns of 
‘ our General Theological Seminary, at the annual meeting in New-York 
‘of the Board of Trustees, of which he was a member. The importance 
‘ of this institution he duly appreciated, and was one of the earliest and 
‘ most munificent contributors to its funds. He was for more than forty 
‘ years a member of the Society for the Relief of the Widows and Orphans 
‘of our Clergy. I know of no religious society connected with our 
‘ Church, to which he or some member of his family did not contribute, 
‘ He united in the laudable example of parents enabling their children to 
‘be members of our religious societies, thereby inducing the valuable 
‘habit of giving and exciting in the young mind an interest in the Church 
‘and its institutions. But in one respect he has the exclusive merit of 
‘leading the way into a path of munificence, which has, (although to the 
‘honor of several persons, valuable glebes and good parsonages have 
‘been given,) not yet been entered by any one in South-Carolina. In 
‘his neighborhood, on the Wateree, he erected at his sole expense, a 
‘neat and commodious Church, which, under the divine blessing, may be 
‘the means of planting in that spiritual waste the pure Gospel of Christ, 
‘ There was no view to a return in any shape, for the seats are all free ; 
‘and he declared his readiness to contribute a fair proportion to the 
‘maintenance of asettled minister. In what way can those whom Pro- 
‘ vidence has placed in a country, rich in every respect but in the “true 
‘riches,” where there is no famine but of the word of life, to whom he 
‘has been pleased to give more than sufficient for their own comfort; in 
‘what way could they more aeceptably to their divine benefactor, more 
‘usefully to their fellow-men, and more satisfactorily to themselves spend 
‘a part of their income than in erecting a temple to the glory of God 
‘their Saviour? Was not this the method which pious men of old se- 
‘lected to express their gratitude to God, and their love for their coun- 
‘try? Who would not wish to have it said of him as of the Centurion, 
‘**he was worthy for he loveth our nation, and built us a synagogue.” 


———_ 





* Journal of 1824, the Bishop’s Address. 
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‘ This is patriotism not to be questioned, benevolence not easily abused, 
‘and piety not to be suspected. Such are the monuments which the 
‘wealthy should build to their memory. The passing traveller looks at 
‘them and is refreshed—it may be usefully admonished and incited. 
‘ They are in the eye not of one congregation, but of the whole Church. 
‘Their base is earth, but their summit is in heaven. They will last 
‘ longer than the present scene, for their effects will be recognized du- 
‘ring eternity. The deceased was a humane master. For the comfort 
‘of his numerous dependants he was much more than ordinarily willing 
‘to incur trouble and expense. Their habitations were in the best re- 
‘pair, convenient and even neat. Their food was abundant and varied. 
‘ Their clothing good and regularly furnished, and judicious regulations 
‘adopted as to their health. There is no doubt that humanity and a 
‘sense of Christian obligation were ruling motives with him; but if this 
‘conduct was merely the result of good judgment and worldly prudence, 
‘even in that case it should be generally known, and is deserving of imi- 
‘tation. He was a good neighbour. There can be no higher evidence 
‘ of this than the facts to which I have alluded, his having erected at his 
* own expense, for the benefit of a destitute neighborhood, as well as for 
‘his own servants, a place of public worship ; his statedly officiating as 
‘the lay reader of that Church, an office entirely foreign to his pursuits 
‘and habits, which it is quite improbable that he would have undertaken 
‘from any less motives than a sense of duty and a desire of doing good ; 
‘and his endeavors and contribution for the object of securing to his 
‘neighbours during his absence a continuance of religious exercises in 
‘the Church. It is by such measures that the affluent Christian proves 
‘ satisfactorily that he does indeed ‘‘ love his neighbour as himself ;” that 
‘he acts to those who are without Christian privileges as he “‘ would 
‘wish them to do unto him,” were the case reversed, and that he is 
‘awake to the obligations which his wealth has instituted—the obliga- 
‘tions of “that state of life’ to which it hath pleased God to elevate 
‘ him—the obligations to do good, not only to the bodies but to the souls 
‘of men; that through his “mercy they also may obtain mercy.” It 
‘hath seemed good to Divine Providence to order that this worthy man 
‘should come to his grave amid the inconveniences of a distance from 
‘home.* But as was remarked by the benevolent Howard, who 
‘was, in this respect, similarly situated. “It is as near to heaven 
‘from Grand Cairo as from England.” We trust that our departed 
‘friend—the friend of the poor—the friend of the Church, and we speak 
‘it with reverence, the friend of our divine head—his Lord and our Lord, 
‘is in the same place, the city of the living God, the heavenly Jeru- 
‘salem, the great assembly and Church of the first born, which hath no 
‘need of the sun to shine in it, for the glory of God doth shine there, 
‘and the Lamb is the light thereof. ‘ Wherefore comfort one another 
‘ with these words,’ ”’ 

On the occasion of the death of Mr, Charles Richardson, in 1829, to 
the sermon on John xvi. 33, the minister added—“ The remarks which 
‘have been made may not be an inappropriate introduction to some no- 
‘tice of a death which has recently occurred, and which must deeply 





“He died at New-York Sept. 12, 1825. 
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‘interest all those who are concerned forthe welfare of our Church. It 
‘is true that her prosperity depends not on men, but in all ages God has 
‘been pleased to make use of instruments for his beneficent purposes, 
‘and when those who by their example, their efforts and their liberality, 
‘have done much good, are removed by death, the fears of piety are na- 
‘turally awakened, her eyes are filled with tears, and her heart sinks as 
‘if hope had departed from it. WhenI speak of the Church I do not 
‘refer merely to our own congregation. The society of believers, al- 
‘though they may worship in different buildings, is one ; and they have 
‘as common joys and hopes, so also common fears and sorrows. The 
‘flock &t Clarendon, the diocese of South-Carolina, and indeed the 
‘Church in general, have sustained no common loss in the death of Mr. 
‘Charles Richardson. He was educated under the eye of the first Bishop 
‘of this diocese, yea in this Church, seated as a temporary member of 
‘the Bishop’s family in this very pew, I doubt not he received those re- 
‘ligious views and feelings which laid the foundation of his Christian 
‘character, and by the grace of God contributed so much to his own 
‘ peace and to the benefit ofthe community. Early impressions are the 
‘ strongest, and you know not my brethren how much the religious cha- 
‘racter of your children may depend, under God, on your care to plant 
‘in their yet tender minds the principles of the Gospel, to set before 
‘them, ere habit is formed, examples of piety, benevolence and self- 
‘ government, and to render their most interesting associations favorable 
‘totheir purity and holiness. When our friend arrived at manhood, his 
‘lot was cast in aregion in which there was a famine of the word of 
‘God. Few were the opportunities of attending on public worship in 
‘any form, and as to his own Church it had ceased to exist in that part 
‘of the country for many years. ut strong was his sense of the value 
‘of that Church, and ardent his desire to participate in its ordinances, 
‘He was therefore among tke first to welcome the endeavors made on 
‘the part of the second Bishop of this diocese to revive the cause of reli- 
‘gion in his neighborhood. He took a lead in the measures for this 
‘ purpose, which were then adopted, and he continued to the end of his 
‘ life to be the foremost in good deeds for the house of God and the offices 
‘thereof. I need only mention his constant and affectionate attentions 
‘ to the minister of his parish, and that a building now nearly ready for 
‘consecration, was erected at his sole expense. He was indeed a pillar 
‘in the temple, and our hopes that it will not fall with him are founded 
‘chiefly in a trust that God will raise up others of like spirit to protect 
‘and provide for it. May his death enforce the lessons of his life, and 
‘not in vain remind survivors of their obligation to repair, to the best of 
‘their ability, this great loss to the parish and the Church. The private 
‘ virtues of our friend were of course best known in his immediate circle, 
‘but many can bear testimony to his devotion, his benevolence, his 
‘ meekness, and his exemplary conduct as the head of a family, a brother 
‘and a friend, and I may add the clergy and other members of Christ’s 
‘ Church have experienced his kindness, his bounty, and his sympathy in 
‘their cares and sorrows. Like Gaius, of whom St. Paul says, that 
‘he was his host and of the whole Church, he was given to hospitality, 
‘and it may be added in the expressive language of holy writ that he 
‘ was “a lover of good men, sober, just, holy, temperate, holding fast the 
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‘ faithful word as he had been taught.” The religious principles in which 
‘he had been educated, (partly within these walls as I before stated,) 
‘he held fast to the close of life. They were his solace and his stay un- 
‘der the various trials of disease and the loss of beloved friends, and in 
‘ narticular in the solemn hour of death. “ He continued steadfastly in 
‘the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship,” and one of the last acts of his 
‘life was “the breaking of bread” in the manner prescribed by his 
‘Saviour, and in memory of that cross and passion whereby alone man 
‘can be saved. He acquiesced calmly in the will of God, at a moment 
‘when, to use his own expressive words, “he had scarcely a shadow of 
‘hope as to this world.’ ” 3 
After a discourse on Titus ii. 12, in 1834, soon after the death of Mr. 
Keating Simons, the minister said— These remarks on the comprehen- 
‘sive and steady claims of our religion seem to me, (and I think I am 
‘not blinded by the obligations of gratitude and the partiality of friend- 
‘ship) a proper introduction to a brief notice of the life and character of 
‘a member of this Church, who has lately died in a full age, like as a 
‘“shock of corn that cometh in in his season.” It is due, I do not say to 
‘his merit and services, for here we pay tribute only to the perfect ex- 
‘cellence of our divine benefactor, but to the occasion, which ought to 
‘be improved, to inform the young and remind others, that our friend 
‘was a man of influence, and he placed the weight of his example in the 
‘scale, not of morals merely—not of a general religion, but of the 
‘Church in which he was baptized and educated; and which had the 
‘unwavering preference of his discriminating, well informed, and well 
‘regulated mind. He was not ashamed to confess Christ before men, in 
‘the prescribed manner, and repeatedly, month after month, at the holy 
‘table, for many years, to his life’s end, but his genuine humility effec- 
‘tually secured him from the ostentation of piety and beneficence. The 
‘humility of our friend was the more interesting, considering his temp- 
‘tations “to think highly of himself.” It was remarkable, and perhaps 
‘led him to pay a deference not always due to the opinions and know- 
‘ledge of others. He was a man of business—this was his talent, it was 
‘faithfully employed in the service of the Church, and how usefully, is 
‘known to more than one generation of clergy and laity who have been 
‘concerned in the management of her affairs. How many have been 
‘tempted by this business talent to give up the whole heart to the accu- 
‘mulation of property; but let us be thankful for the divine grace which 
‘inclined him “to lay up treasures in heaven.” As a vestryman, at 
‘different times, of at least three of our parishes, as President of the So- 
‘ciety for the fatherless and the widow, to which our clergy in particular 
‘are so deeply indebted—as the chief lay officer of our “Society for the 
‘Advancement of Christianity,” an office held from its institution until 
‘his infirmities prevented him from being longer useful, when he resigne 
‘ed, for he set no value on the mere honors of an office—as sole acting 
‘ Treasurer for many years of the St. John’s Parish fund, as an enlight- 
‘ened and deeply interested member of the Convention and Standing 
‘Committee of this diocese, and in other relations, the whole Church, 
‘but more particularly the clergy, and this congregation owe to his 
‘memory a large debt of gratitude for services as cheerfully rendered on 
‘ pure principles as they were intrinsically and lastingly valuable. Who 
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‘stands ready to step into the vacancy and do what he can for the house 
‘ of God and the offices thereof, to supply this loss to the Church and so- 
‘ciety ? But his pious and benevolent activity were ever consistent with 
‘ feelings, under the regulation of reason and revelation, and with the 
‘ discharge of the quiet, retired, and equally obligatory duties of the do- 
‘mestic circle, and the inward man. A devout and punctual worship- 
‘per, and an attentive and patient hearer im the Church—he did not 
‘neglect to pray and to ‘seek religions knowledge at home. A good 
‘member of our religious and benevolent societies, he was also a good 
‘member of the society of his own househo]d—having a care, as I have 
‘had opportunity to know, of the religious welfare of the humblest 
‘members of it. He was exemplary in all the relations of life, civil and 
‘domestic, and, until you can show me one, not a Christian, who is 
‘ equally so, I have a right to attribute this result to the iniluence of the 
‘faith of the Gospel. I now speak of him (for this is not the place to 
‘take any other view,) as manifesting Christiaw courtesy and Christian 
‘hospitality, and compassion and affection; asthe Christian philanthro- 
‘ pist, patriot, and citizen, neighbor, friend, and relation—and I must 
‘add, as the Christian sufferer, sustaining manfully and meekly, and with 
‘a desire to profit by them, the ehastisements of his heavenly Father. 
‘Such men give a character to the community, They are its governors 
‘to a great extent, for moral excellence will raise its possessor, whether 
‘in or out of publie station, above the multitude, and constrain their re- 
‘spect and obedience. Let the rising generation of this congregation 
‘study the character on which dexzth hath set his seal of their fathers and 
‘seniors. “ There is no man that sinneth not,” but they had virtues 
‘formed in the good school of our ancient, wise, and holy Church. 
‘ If in this our day there be less timidity and more activity than in times 
‘gone by, we are thankful that it is so, but let us beware that they 
‘do not degenerate into ostentation, and the neglect of meditation, self- 
‘examination, and private prayer, Let us be careful to confess Christ 
‘before men by the /ife, and not by the lips only. Cherish “a desire and 
‘a longing to enter into the courts of the Lord’’—and a love “for the 
‘ place where his honor dwelleth,” but “ commune also with thine own 
‘heart and in thy chamber and be still, “and pray without ceasing, with 
‘the family and in the close¢.”” Cultivate the “ zeal which is according 
‘to knowledge,” and seek the knowledge, not by hearing only, but also 
‘by reading and reflection.” Be aetive in the eause of God and souls, 
‘but “ be sober, be vigilant, for your adversary the devil loves to assail 
‘men in the holy temple, and the hour when they are “ caught up to the 
‘third heaven.” Guide and assist others, and stir up the gift of God in 
‘thyself. To subdue all mankind to Christ would be a noble triumph, 
‘but it will be a nobler to conquer your own evil nature, to overcome 
‘ the temptations of a wicked world, to beat down satan under your feet, 
‘and ty bring yourself, mind, heart and body into obedience and submis- 
‘sion to the same Lord Jesus Christ. You can do much through his 
‘race strengthening you. Seek it earnestly, perseveringly, and in 
‘ faith, and you shall not be disappoinied. Endeaver anxiously and con- 
‘stantly to “fulfil all righteousness, looking for that blessed hope, and 
‘the glorious appearing of our great God and Saviour Jesus Christ,— 
‘who gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and 
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‘purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works.” Our 
‘hope of salvation 1s founded not on our own 1ighteousness ; on any 
‘cood works which we have done or can do, but on the all-sufficient 
o ° ° 
‘atonement of our Lord Jesus Christ. There is none other name 
‘whereby man can be saved. But by whom will this salvation be gain- 
‘ed? By those only who believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, who are his 
‘ disciples, who have a vital faith in him; a faith that worketh by love, 
‘who earnestly and constantly endeavor on Christian principles, and 
‘from Christian motives, to do justly, love mercy, and walk humbly with 
‘their God—to live (as we pray in our liturgy) a godly, righteous and 
‘ sober lite.’” 
(To be continued. ) 
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FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


THE LATE PRESIDENT JACKSON.—(A Pace From 4 SERMON.) 


Good reason have we also, Christians, for pleasing reflection ; mutual 
congratulation, and thankfulness to God, in the recollection to-day, sug- 
gested by the public sympathy ; that we can claim, as on the side of 
Christianity, one of the most vigorous intellects that has appeared in our 
country, the age, and indeed the world. Not that owr belief would have 
been in the least shaken, had this great man—(great in mind, and in 
spirit,) died, as alas, other great men have died, without an unequivocal 
declaration of belief in the blessed Gospel, for we are taught to expect 
that not many ‘mighty’ will obey the call. Butin proportion as we love the 
individual, we are thankful that he had the consolations, the hope, and, 
as we humbly trust, has entered on, the bliss of the faithful. In pro- 
portion as we love our country, we are glad and thankful, that its people 
filled with admiration of the patriot, the hero, and the successful soldier 
and civilian may ow be invited to be followers of him as one who fol- 
lowed Christ. In proportion as we love our fellow men, who are so 
much influenced by example, we have much satisfaction in being able 
to say, that here is one of the most commanding intellects who had a 
firm conviction that Christianity was true, and had humbly endeavored 
to conform to its laws and institutions. But especially is it grateful to 
the Christian to have evidence, that a patriotism, a philanthropy, a dis- 
interestedness, and a moral courage,™ which have obtained, as they me- 
rited, universal admiration, had their foundation, noi entirely in worldly 
motives, in the love of fame—or a high self-respect, but, in some degree 
at least, in Christian principles—in a sense of accountability to God, in 
the recognition of the claims of his word on man’s obedience, and in the 
teeling of profound gratitude to the Divine Redeemer. The declarations 
and proceedings of the deceased, on several occasions—and his conduct 
geueraily, during his retirement, andin particular during his protracted 











“In his “ Funeral Oration” Mr. Bancroft states—‘ Connecting himself with a man of busi- 
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final illness, authorize the trust (for there is no evidence that he ever was 
an unbeliever, that he changed his views of the Gospel at any time, 
though latterly he became niore interested in it.) I say his professions, 
if not as frequent and decided as could have been desired, and his 
conduct, at several crisis, and more particularly at the last crisis, 
authorize the belief that the remarkable traits of his character, and the 
illustrious deeds of his life, are to be traced in a degree to Christian 
principle—mixed indeed with worldly principles (alas, whose character 
and life is any better than a combination of the evil, the indifferent and 
the good,) I repeat, we have reason to believe that a love of country, 
and of mankind—a contempt of private interest—an abhorrence of in- 
justice, and oppression, and fraud, in every form of them—and a heroism, 
triumphing alike over physical and moral suffering, and danger, which 
qualities existed in an almost unparalleled degree, had, (indeed must 
have had) a better foundation than the desire of fame, or of self-appro- 
bation, that their foundation was an ever present, profound sense of duty 
which, under the grace of God, could turn the balance against corrupt 
inclination, and the temptations of the world and satan—that the emi- 
nent virtues, and valuable deeds of the deceased are traceable, ina 
degree, to speak cautiously, to the admirable unparalleled example and 
precepts of our divine moral governor :—Such precepts as these :-— 
‘‘As Ihave loved you, so love one another. Charity seeketh not her 
‘own. Look not every man at his own things, but also on the things 
‘“‘of others. Condescend to them of low estate. Provide things honest 
“in the sight of allmen. Whatsoever things are true, honest, just, pure, 
“lovely and of good report—think on ¢hese things. Fear not them which 
‘‘ kill the body—but rather fear Him which is able to destroy both soul 
“and body in hell.” Like one, who has been emphatically called the 
father of his country, the great and good man, over whose loss a nation 
now weeps, sought retirement. When it was at length permitted to 
him, he employed it as we have evidence, in the care of his soul—in 
preparation to meet his God at the final tribunal—in seeking, by the use 
of the appointed means—prayer, which we are told was habitual in 
private, in the family, and in the public assembiy—the searching of the 
Scriptures, for his Bible was close by him at his desk and on his 
couch—the participation of the holy communion—and religious conver- 
sation with clergymen and lay persons—in seeking, I say, from the one 
Redeemer the forgiveness of his sins—the grace to direct—help and 
solace him—and the glory which the Lord Jesus Christ, he alone hath 
opened. 

This is not the place to pronounce the eulogy of the warrior, the states- 
man, the intellectually gifted, or the noble minded. But when talent, 
and station, and achievement are combined with religious profession— 
when high character is in any degree the result of Christian principle, 
and motive, it is useful to make the fact prominent and to improve the 
occasion, to exhort you to seek the honor which cometh of God—the pos- 
session of that peace through Jesus Christ, which passeth all understand- 
ing—and the city into which the divine forerunner hath entered ; where 
alone are to be had the fulness, and the eternity of happiness. What 
did give, what could have given our departed brother his great peace at 
the last, but discipleship with our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we 
have the atonement, the sanctification, and the final beatitude. 
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FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


ON THE HOLY MINISTRY. 


A member of the Presbyterian Church, sometime since, inquired of 
me, how I would prove the taree Orders in the Christian priesthood. I* 
told him I would do it from the Bible. He said he did not see how it 
was possible to do it from the Bible. I told him there was no difficulty 
in the matter. The Old Testament is the type, and the New Testa- 
ment the anti-type. Now the anti-type must agree with the type, or 
else there is neither type, nor anti-type. The types in the Old Testa- 
ment are are the Law and the Prophets ; Christ says he came not destroy 
the Law and the Prophets, but to fulfil them. Now, had not Christ appoint- 
ed three Orders of Ministers in his Church, he would have destroyed 
the Law and the Prophets, and not fulfilled them. God expressly com- 
manded that there should be three Orders in the Jewish priesthood ;— 
namely, High-Priest, Priests, and Levites: and these three Orders, Mo- 
ses immediately instituted in obedience to the express command of God. 
Had he not done so, he would have been a false prophet. Besides, 
Christ set us an example inthis matter. When he commenced his school 
of divine knowledge, as preparatory to his kingdom or Church on earth, 
he appointed under him two orders of disciples ; the ¢welve, as we read 
in St. Mark, ili. 16, 17, 18. ‘This was their first ordination. Their se- 
cond ordination is mentioned in St. Mark, x. 7, &c. After Christ had 
advanced his twelve primary disciples to the second order under him, 
he ordained seventy more disciples to supply their place, which had 
now become vacant. So that here was Christ, the first order, in his 
school ; the éwelve, the second order, under him; and the seventy, the 
third order. Now, the reason why I do not embrace the seven sacra- 
ments, which the Church of Rome professes to believe in, arises from 
the same principle. The types of the sacrament, in the Old Testament, 
are two; namely, Circumcision, and the Paschal Lamb. These two sa- 
craments were the law and the prophets. Had Christ appointed seven 
sacraments instead of two, he would have destroyed the Law and the Pro- 
phets, and not fulfilled them; or had he only appointed one sacrament, 
the case would have been the same. There is another attack that I often 
meet with, when I fail in company with the Baptists; it is with respect 
to infant baptism. They wish to know how I prove infant baptism; I 
tell them I prove it from the express command of Christ. They will 
say, how so; there is no place in the New Testament, where Christ says 
in so many words, ye shall baptize infants. How then will you prove it 
from the New Testament? Why, I will prove it from Christ’s own 
words and express command, as related in St. Matthew, xxviii. 19. Go 
ye therefore and teach, that is, disciple, all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the floly Ghost, &e. Now 
do men only, constitute a nation? No, there is no nation under heaven, 
nor ever has been, that consists of men only ! Do women constitute a 
nation 2 No, for the same reason. Do infants? No, for the same reason 
also. Well, then, what does constitute a nation ? Why men, women, 
and children ; and therefore men, women, and children are to be bap- 
tized. Consequently whoever refuses to baptize men, refuses to com- 
ply with the command of Christ ; and whoever refuses to baptize women 
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or infants, refuses to comply with the command of Christ. 1 mean, if 
such ministers as have regular ordination, refuse to baptize men, women 


and children, that they break the command of Christ, if they refuse to 
do it. SENEX, 
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FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


ANNUAL REPORT OF THE LADIES’ GARMENT SOCIETY, OCT, 15, 1845, 


In one of their early reports, the Officers and Managers of this Society 
remarked to the members, that they “should not despise the day of 
small things,” and by gbeying the suggestion and persevering in duty, 
when success seemed doubtful, they are enabled to present, (what then 
appeared almost impossible,) a tenth statement of the proceedings of 
our little Society, and to show that it still holds a place in the benevolent 
schemes with which our city abounds. Its means are limited, and its 
embarrassments many and perplexing, yet it goes “onward,” still bless- 
ing the destitute, still comforting the suffering, still keeping steadfastly 
on its way, still cheered by the happy assurance “ Blessed is he who 
provideth for the sick and needy : the Lord shall deliver zm in the time 
of trouble ;” and following the injunction, ‘‘ Be merciful after thy power: 
if thou hast much give plenteously: if thou hast Jiéttle do thy diligence 
gladly to give of that little.’ Yes, what has been given, has been given 
“gladly.” It is the happiest of earthly feclings to know we bless others ; 
and although a regret will sometimes arise at the inefficiency of our 
funds, to do all our hearts desire, yet we are thankful to have done so 
much with a subscription so small, and with difficulties so pressing. 

Congratulating our members on celebrating a tenth anniversary, the 
Officers and Managers would briefly lay before them the present state of 
the Society. It now numbers 33 Life Members, 260 Annual, 52 Chil- 
dren; 15 new members have joined since October last, none have re- 
signed, two died—total of members 292. 345 persons have received 
clothing, besides a number of seamen to whom, through the Rey. Mr. 
Yates, a quantity of clothes were distributed. We have been assisted 
by a very liberal donation of clothes; some money from individuals, 
through several Bookstores and the Newspaper Offices. 1235 yards of 
flannel have been given, 970 yards homespun, and 50 yards calico. 

It is to be deplored that members are so tardy in paying their sub- 
scriptions, a large number of subscriptions are still due for the last year, 
and unless we enter into debt, relying upon the hope that our income 
will be received punctually, it is almost impossible to meet the demand 
for assistance during the winter; and we earnestly request all arrears 
should be paid, and the members will endeavour to bear in mind how 
difficult it is to continue our work without a prompt settlement of such 
demands as we are authorised to present, so long as their names are 
upon our roll book, 

To the increased efforts of all interested in this “ good work,” to the 
hearty co-operation with the Officers and Managers, of all our members : 
to the prayers of all who “ have pity on the poor ;” and above all, to the 
blessing of Him, whose mercy strengthens our feeble hands, we com- 
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mend our Society,—trusting at the close of another year, to find none of 
us “ weary in well doing,” remembering that “if we turn not our face 
from any poor man, the face of the Lord will not be turned away from 


us. 


From subscriptions and donations, we have received, $215 183 
Expended, - - ° - - - - 212 162 





Balance in hand, - - $3 02 
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NOTICES OF NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


Proceedings of the Meeting in Charleston, S. C., May 13, 15, 1845, on 
the Religious Instruction of the Negroes, together with the Report of the 
Committee, and the Address iv the Public.—Interest deep and extended, 
(we wish we could say universal) on the subject of Christianizing the 
slaves is no new thing in our Church in this diocese. The missionaries 
of our Church Societies in Great Britain, in their correspondence shew, 
that this interest was coinmon to laymen and clergymen in the very be- 
ginning, and there are laws of the province which have a distinct refer- 
ence to the matter. One of the very first sermons before the Propagation 
Society (founded in 1702) was by a Bishop on the subject of the obliga- 
tion of masters to have their slaves baptized, and the Bishop of London 
(Porteus) who was the provisional diocesan of the North-American colo- 
nies wrote an “ Essay” on the proper plan for the Christian teaching and 
training of the blacks, which it seems to us almost exhausts the subject.* 
The published annual addresses of the Bishops of this diocese constantly 
allude to the subject, and one of them (Bishop Bowen) made it the topic 
ofa ‘‘ Pastoral letter.” Many of our clergy (and no one more than the 
late respected Rev. J. J. Tschudy, Rector of St. John’s, Berkley) have 
been much engaged in this good work, as their annual reports to the 
convention abundantly testify. Some have substantially adopted the 
plan of Bishop Porteus, above referred to—the chief feature of which is 
iutroducing the infant, and the adult (as soon as the catechism allows) 
into the best of schools, “the Church.” We have no doubt that the in- 
terest will increase, and the work be extended, and we humbly trust on 
Church principles, in conformity to Church usages, of course therefore, 
under the superintendence and control of the Rector of each congrega- 
tion. We quote from a letter of the Rector of St. Andrews :—“* My 
mode of instruction is expository and catechetical. The children are 
catechised by the owners on several estates, and some of them daily. 
The communicants exhibit evidences of marked improvement. In seven 
years only one has been disciplined for immorality. Planters generally 
are encouraged by the good resulting from religious instruction, and I 
would refer you to their testimony. There are colored Methodist and 
Baptist religious teachers, and the “ practical results” of the teaching of 
these preachers, or class-leaders, or watchmen, (so far as my experience 
goes) is decidedly bad. . . . .” 





*This Essay is in the Charleston Library. 
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The Rector of All Saints, Waccamaw, writes :—“ I have ten planta- 
tions under my pastoral charge: finding on some of the plantations 
negroes of good character who can read, I get them of an evening, and 
on the Lord’s day, to teach the children our Church catechism, and the 
catechism set forth by Bishop Ives of North Carolina: and also to teach 
these, and such of the adults as are willing, the responsive parts of our 
Liturgy. I also tell the same, if their master permits them, to assemble 
together among themselves, and to use only the appointed service as 
contained in our Prayer-book. The good resulting from this is, that 
whilst catechising the children myself, my time is chiefly occupied in 
explaining to them what they have already committed to memory, and 
the people learn to worship God in a form of sound words, instead of 
listening to the senseless, if not erroneous, effusions of an ignorant negro. 
I cannot say that I have succeeded in this latter respect: there is ever 
a strong disposition in the blind to follow a blindleader. From Novem- 
ber 1st till May 31st, 2. e. for seven months, successively, I hold divine 
service once every fortnight on ten plantations: visiting four on the 
Lord’s day, and the remaining six on evenings in the week. From June 
to October, I live on the sea-side, and can hold divine service on only 
one plantation a week, on Sunday afternoon. ‘The negroes on seven of 
these plantations are near enough to the two Parish Churches to attend 
the morning service: and at one of them the colored attendants fre- 
quently amount in number to two hundred. When on the plantation, I 
use of course, the appointed service of our Church, the negroes soon 
learning to repeat, understandingly, the responses, and uniting in the 
chants with much satisfaction. At the conclusion of the service, I ask 
them questions upon the short sermon which they have heard, upon a 
portion of our Church catechism, and sometimes upon some parts of our 
Liturgy. I reported, last year, 331 children under catechetical instruc- 
tion. I catechise them only on a week-day, and this but once a fortnight 
for seven months in the year. At thirteen or fourteen years of age they 
are put to some light work, after which period I never see them, unless 
they feel disposed to attend divine service with the adults. I must add, 
however, that on three plantations the children are also instructed by the 
masters, or some members of their families, during the winter and spring 
months; and that on Sunday the larger boys and girls, who cannot be 
collected on a week-day, are catechised by the same. I must leave the 
planters themselves to testify to the beneficial effects of religious instruc- 
tion. The remark is frequently made that the negroes on our planta- 
tions have improved of late years ; that if only a few on a plantation act 
from religious principles, yet that a change for the better is visible in 
all: that consideriug their condition and their character hitherto, the 
number of communicants who have been suspended is not great; and 
that of thirty-nine couple whom I have united in marriage in the last five 
years, I have not heard of one that has broken the marriage vow.” 

From another source, (the “ Banner of the Cross,”) we quote the fol- 
lowing, and are much gratified to find such sound views in the West. 

“ To the Rev. J. F. Fish, of Mississippi—Rev. and Dear Sir,— Bote- 
tourt,—I have been several days in receipt of your favor of the 4th Aug. 
asking an expression of my views in relation to the expediency of allow- 
ing you to hold a stated religious service for the benefit of the negroes 
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on my plantation, You are right, in supposing that I sympathize with 
you, in the solicitude you feel for the moral and religious improvement 
of this interesting, and (numerically) important portion of the flock in- 
trusted to your pastoral care. My sense of personal obligation asa 
master, enables me, perhaps, the better to appreciate your feelings of 
responsibility as a minister. Nothing, I confess, has ever exercised my 
mind more painfully, in connection with religious duties and account- 
abilities, than the scanty and inadequate provision I have heretofore 
made, for the spiritual wants of my slaves, and I esteem it a privilege, 
calling for gratitude both from them and me, that your offer to officiate 
statedly on my place, will afford them an opportunity of learning the 
essential and saving doctrines of the Christian faith, from one so well 
qualified to instruct them in the way of salvation, and to conduct them 
to “ the truth as it is in Jesus,” . 

With every disposition and desire to encourage sound and wholesome 
religious instruction amongst my servants, 1 have, to a considerable ex- 
tent, debarred them from what, by many, are regarded as religious 
privileges, under a deep and solemn conviction, founded upon close ob- 
servation for many years, that the so-called instruction they often receive, 
in promiscuous attendance upon the ‘places of public worship around 
me, so far from benefitting and improving them, is positively prejudicial 
to their moral characters. A large proportion of those whose preaching 
they thus hear, although good and pious men, and zealous in doing their 
Master’s work, are nevertheless profoundly ignorant of the mysteries 
they would teach. Too frequently, therefore, they supply their lack of 
knowledge and capacity to instruct, by a species of religious rhapsody, 
which excites and inflames, without edifying the simple minded slave, 
and bewilders, without benefitting, either his head or his heart. All 
experience proves that the violent artificial excitements ministered to 
them by the stimulating methods and appliances of some of the dissent- 
ing denominations, are decidedly pernicious, and my firm persuasion is, 
that it is the notoriously evil effects upon the negro character, of this 
mode of misnamed teaching, which has caused so general and extensive 
a prejudice, with southern slave-owners and slave-managers, against 
most of the attempts of a public and systematic kind, to evangelize and 
christianize the blacks. The dreadful doctrine, inculcated in some 
quarters, (which the negroes if permitted, are most prone to frequent) 
that simple conversion of the heart, at any time, to God, without a life 
of continued holiness, self-denial and unceasing perseverance in well- 
doing, is sufficient “per se,” (to borrow the language of the court) to 
secure the soul’s salvation—that such conversion, like the power of the 
Pope, works not only forgiveness of past, but absolution from future 
sins, and furnishing a sort of spiritual “ cart-blanche” for iniquity to the 
most licentious transgressor ;—such doctrine, I say, is, in my opinion, 
where preached to the ignorant and impulsive negro, pregnant with in- 
conceivable mischief to his moral nature and habits, no less than threat- 
ening to the tranquillity and safety of society, wheresoever the institution 
of slavery exists. These are my deliberate opinions, and they have 
influenced me, exclusively, in restraining my servants, in a great degree, 
from indiscriminate attendance upon places of public worship. I have 
Jong thought the Church’s system of teaching, when it shall come to be 
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fairly tried and understood, will be found the best and most beneficial 
for the slave, as well as the master. It is the one, which in the end, I 
think, will give most general satisfaction in the South, for it is the one 
most likely, if not the only one, to prevent the religion of the negro from 
running into a dangerous and fearful fanaticism, the natural and dreaded 
offspring of ignorance, superstition and mistaken views of religious truth. 

The simplicity, as you justly observe of the language of our Prayer- 
book, is such as cannot fail to meet the spiritual necessities, and to 
engage the hearts and affections of this class of our population. The 
success which has attended the introduction of the forms and services of 
the Church amongst them, in some of the Southern dioceses, particularly 
those of North and South Carolina, while it furnishes conclusive proof 
of their adaptation to the capacities and wants of this peculiar race, 
affords likewise abundant promise of the future triumphs of our glorious 
Gospel amongst the benighted sons and daughters of Africa. The ob- 
jection has been often urged against the Church, as a suitable asylum for 
the souls of the blacks, while they are held in slavery, that its written 
forms of worship must ever be unintelligible to a large portion of them. 
The objection, however, is proven to be merely plausible, and vanishes 
away before the known fact of the characteristic predominance of the 
faculty of memory in the negro mind. Wherever the liturgy of the 
Church has been presented to them, they have learned it from memory, 
with great facility and correctness, and in a short time became both ex- 
pert and accurate in the responses, to a remarkable degree, of which 
any one will be convinced, by visiting, in our own diocese, the Rev. Mr. 
Deacon’s Church, St. Mary’s, at Laurel Hill, the elegant seat of Dr. 
William N. Mercer of Adams county, Miss. 

Every good, and especially every Christian master, must deplore those 
circumstances in the condition of our slave population which tend to 
deprive them of a free and full participation in the rich blessings of the 
Gospel. 1fthe morbid and miscalculating philanthropy of the present 
day, would employ its mischievous votaries in removing the obstacles to 
the dissemination of pure Gospel truth amongst the poor and perishing 
slaves—(perishing, I mean, for the bread of life)—if they would busy 
themselves in breaking the chains of ignorance and error amongst their 
owners, and awakening them to a realizing sense of their responsibilities 
for the souls of those placed by Providence under their care—then 
would their pretended zeal for the welfare of the slave, deserve indeed, 
the name of philanthropy, and it would deserve, moreover, the pious 
prayers of all God’s people for the consummation of its blessed mission. 
But it is melancholy to contemplate that modern fanaticism (“ the coun- 
terfeit presentment” of this sublime principle,) whilst it constantly con- 
tributes to tighten the physical fetters of the slave, likewise dooms his 
immortal soul to a deeper and more dreadful bondage—the bondage of 
spiritual ignorance and of sin. I have only space to add, that I accept 
with thankfulness, your kind offer to officiate statedly to the servants on 
my place, and to accompany it with the prayer, that God may be honored 
and glorified in the result, and yourself abundantly rewarded for your 
labor of love. 

With sentiments of affectionate regard, I remain, Rev. and Dear Sir, 
very truly yours, James 5S. JOHNSTON. 
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The Relation of the Clergy and Laity: a Discourse preached in St. 
Paul’s Chapel and St. Clement’s Church, New York, 1844—By the Rev. 
Samuel Seabury, D. D., Rector of the Church of the Annunciation.—Few 
subjects are more misunderstood, we wish we had not to add, misrepre- 
sented, and few are more important than ¢hat which is accurately, fully, 
and most interestingly set forth in this discourse. To be appreciated as 
it deserves, and to have the full benefit of its instruction and persuasion, 
the whole should be read. Some of its expositions of the great princi- 

les of truth and duty, and some of the too much neglected facts we 
gladly transfer to our pages. “The direction of my text, was of great 
use to the Christians whom St. Paul addressed; since, unless they knew 
what account to make of their spiritual pastors, they would not know 
how to behave towards them. And the direction is of the same impor- 
tance now as then, seeing the same relation subsists, and the persons 
only are changed. The faith and doctrine of one age have succeeded to 
the faith and doctrine of a former age; the people of one age to the 
people of a former ; the clergy of one age to the clergy of a former; and 
without this uninterrupted succession we could not hold, as we do, the 
faith and institutions of Christ. As Christians, therefore, we must as- 
sume the fact of the Apostolic succession; by which is meant a succes- 
sion to the faith and institutions of the Apostles; a succession of doctrine, 
a succession of ieachers or pastors, and a succession of disciples or peo- 
ple; and as we have the same relation of pastors and people, or clergy 
and laity, now as then, so the clergy may say now with the same truth 
that the Apostles said then, “ Let a man so account of us as of the min- 
isters of Christ, and stewards of the mysteries of God; and whatever 
importance the direction possessed for the people then, it possesses the 
same now..... ‘The clergy are always referred to in the Holy Scrip- 
tures as ministers of God or Christ, and never as ministers of the people 
or ofthe Church. In 2 Cor. vi, 1, 4, they are called “ workers together 
with Christ, and ministers of God.” In 1 Thess. iii, 2, Timothy is called 
‘a minister of God.” ‘“ Are they ministers of Christ ?” asks St. Paul 
of some false teachers of hisday. And the same Apostle terms Epaphras 
‘a faithful minister of Christ’? (Col. 1. 7); and addressing Timothy, he 
says, ‘ Thou shalt be a good minister of Jesus Christ.” Sometimes in- 
deed they are called ministers of that which they minister, as (2 Cor. 
iil. 6), “ ministers of the New Testament;” and (Eph. iii. 7, and again, 
Col. i. 23), “ministers of the gospel ;” but they are never called minis- 
ters of the people or ministers of the Church. .... Itisno derogation 
to a minister’s divine commission that he makes himself the servant of 
men. For St. Paul abased himself that the Corinthians might be exalted. 
‘Though I be free from all men,” he says, “ yet have I made myself a 
servant to all that I might gain some.” He was not really their servant, 
but being free he made himself such; he became their servant for 
Christ’s sake, and as a minister of Christ, might be, and ought to be, 
ready to demean himself for their good to all servile offices, but always 
reserving his obedience to Christ and looking to Christ, and not to them 
as his master. .... Itis better to call the clergy, as our use is, rectors 
or pastors of Churches, than ministers of Churches. The force of the 
latter expression may be seen from the analogy of civil affairs. We speak 
of our minister at St. James s, or our minister ¢o Great Britain, but we 
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would not say of the person who serves our government in that country, 
that he is a minister of Great Britain, for that would imply that he de- 
rived his authority from the British Government, and was responsible to 
it for the discharge of his mission. Soto say that a clergyman is the 
minister of such a Church, conveys the notion that he derives his autho- 
rity from the members of that Church, and is deputed by them to his 
office. Call your clergyman the minister of Christ ¢o or over you or for 
you, or Christ’s minister among you, and you use Scriptural language 
and express Scriptural truth; but call him the minister ef your Church, 
or your Church’s minister, or your minister, and you use an expression 
which is capable, indeed, of a sound construction, and may plead good 
authority ; but which, as being apt to convey an erroneous impression, 
and as having no Scriptural warrant, had better, I think, be avoided. .... 
In our own Church the authority of the ministers of Christ is limited 
and guided by the Holy Scriptures, by the ancient Catholic creeds and 
liturgy of her Prayer-book, by her articles, and by all the rules and can- 
ons which she has framed and adopted. These are in every man’s hands, 
and in the event of culpable neglect or misconduct on the part of the 
clergy, furnish the laity of the Church with a ready means of redress. 
And what adds to the security is that, on all those matters on which a 
particular Church is competent to legislate, the clergy have gladly avail- 
ed themselves of the aid of their lay brethren in legislation; so that no 
law or canon can be passed in the councils of our Church without the 
concurrence of the laity. Hence, as on the one hand there is no check 
or limitation to ministerial authority in which the clergy do not acqui- 
esce, so on the other hand there can be no extension of that power to 
which the laity do not consent. .... The laity may perform the same 
acts with the clergy, but these acts, though the same for the matter of 
them, are yet essentially different, owing to the different character of 
the persons who perform them. A stranger may address to a child the 
same words as a father ; but what he says is not a parent’s advice. An 
advocate may sum up the merits of a cause with unexceptionable ability 
and candor; but what he says, is not the opinion of the judge. A states- 
man may give a more able review of our diplomatic relations than that 
which proceeds from the cabinet; but his document is not the Presi- 
dent’s Message. Such illustrations serve to explain a truth which none, 
I suppose, will dispute, that actions which are materially the same, are 
yet essentially different when performed in different characters and capa- 
cities. Thus it is, that the commission of Christ’s ministers gives to 
those acts which they are appointed to perform, a character which does 
not and cannot belong even to the same actions, when performed by 
others. Admit the fact, that God has appointed an order of men to be 
the stewards of his mysteries—(and the fact is admitted, practically at 
least, by professing Christians of every denomination—and theoretically 
and practically by the great body of Christians from the beginning)—and 
it follows inevitably, that those who are not so appointed, cannot, in the 
proper sense of the terms, preach the Gospel, plant Churches, or admin- 
ister the sacraments. Hence, we say, that where the ministry of Christ 
is, there and there alone, on earth, is the Church of Christ. . . . 1 warn 
you, brethren, against being led astray by the clamors that are raised 
about priestly authority and tradition, and the specious claims that are 
VOL. XXII.—No 8. 31 
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for liberty of thought and unlimited private judgment ; and I ask 
you to consider seriously whether the real end of all this clamor be not 
to oppose the just authority of Christ’s ministers; to unsettle your creeds, 
to disparage your standard of faith ; to undermine the Christian laws 
and safeguards of a sound public opinion ; to erect private fancy in the 
place of collective wisdom, and in short to deprive you of the liberty of 
law only to enslave you to the bondage of anarchy. For myself, I ask 
no higher liberty than 1s to be found in the service of God and his 
Church. .... We desire to be “ your servants, for Jesus’ sake,” in 
all things ; saving of course our obedience to the faith and the Church 
of God. These we may not yield; but saving these, there is no service, 
however painful and humiliating, which we ought not to be glad to ren- 
der. We are bound to serve you in the Gospel; to preach to you the 
‘lad tidings of the kingdom of God; to give you at all times the oppor- 
tunity of offering to God, in bis appointed way, the Christian sacrifice ; 
to advise you in perplexity; to visit you in sickness; to brave for you 
the pestilence ; to administer to you the sacraments; to bury your dead ; 
to be at your beck and call at all times and in all emergencies ; to know 
no difference between the rich and the poor, or if any, to be more ready 
to serve the poor than the rich; to look for no return of this world’s 
goods, but to count ourselves the pensioners of Divine Providence, and 
to leave our worldly support wholly to Him; desiring for our own part 
to watch in all things, to endure afflictions, to make full proof of our 
ministry, as they who know that the time of their departure is at hand, 
Our ministry towards you, my brethren, involves corresponding du- 
ties on your part. It is your duty to pray for us and to encourage us in 
every possible way to the faithful performance of our office, remember- 
ing the direction of the Apostle, “* Obey them that have the rule over. 
you, and submit yourselves: for they watch for your souls as they that 
must give account, that they may do this,” i. e., that they may watch for 
your souls, “ with joy and not with grief.” Or, as the words have been 
paraphrased ; “sweeten and allay the irksome labors of your teachers 
by performing to them all the offices of respect and love, that they may 
with alacrity, and not with grief, discharge that function, which is of 


itself a sufficient burthen, without any addition of sorrow from you.” 


set up 


On Festivals and Fasts by Nelson & Hobart—The principles of our 
venerable Church are most accurately and interestingly set forth in that 
almost unrivalled work (would that every Churchman was familiar with 
it,) on “the festivals and fasts” by Nelson, re-published in part, with 
some alterations by the late Bishop Hobart, who also made valuable ad- 
ditions to it. In page 193, he has a note which well explains the reason 
of our Church attaching so much importance to the study of “ ancient 
authors,”’ meaning the Apostolical fathers, and which it is hoped will 
induce the reading of the books therein recommended :—“ The rule— 
Quod ubique, quod semper, quod ab omnibus, credendum est, is certainly 
the safest and best rule in the interpretation of Scripture. That error 
may, for a seasun, pervade the Church, cannot be denied; but to sup- 
pose that those doctrines in which the great body of Christians have in 
all ages been agreed, may yet be erroneous, is to admit that it is impos- 
sible to ascertain the true sense of Scripture. Had antiquity been 
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sacredly adhered to, we should never have heard of the doctrine of trans- 
substantiation, purgatory, supremacy of the Pope, and other corruptions 
of the Church of Rome, in which she has departed from the primitive 
faith and usage; nor, among Protestants, of the doctrines of absolute 
election, irresistible grace, &c., which were wholly unknown for the four 
first centuries after Christ. Had primitive universal usage been followed, 
we should never have witnessed the rejection, by any set of Christians, 
of the Episcopal Order; which has been handed down from the apos- 
tolic age, and by which the priesthood is transmitted from the divine 
Head of the Church. Much sound and useful truth may be derived from 
the Commonitory of Vincentius Lirinensis, in which the above rule for 
interpreting Scripture is stated, explained, and defended ; and from the 
excellent notes of its learned and orthodox translator, the Rev. William 
Reeves, who has published this tract in the same volumes with his trans- 


lation of the Apologies of Justin, Turtullian, &c.” 





w 





SELECTIONS. 


From the True Catholic for Sept. 1845. 


In an article entitled “‘ Necessity,” we read,—‘ It would then seem 
that there could not be in reality any such pressing necessity for the ad- 
ministration of the sacraments, either to individuals or to communities, 
as might dispense with even a mere commandment, still less give a 
power to act in the name of God to those to whom God had not other- 
wise given such power. But ifa divine authority be necessary to admin- 
ister the sacraments, it seems clear that the absence of one having that 
authority is as valid a reason for not administering as can well be con- 
ceived. Ina desert island, where bread and wine were not to be had, 
no one would think of substituting potatoes and water, as the elements 
of the Holy Communion. All would agree that the necessity of the case 
would excuse the want of the sacrament, but would not justify the alte- 
ration of the institution. Now, ifan authorized administrator, be a part 
of the institution, are not the two cases parallel? And is there any dif- 
ference between an unauthorized administrator and one only authorized 
by those who had not authority to authorize him? The whole of this 
doctrine of necessity is reducible to an unwillingness to trust the Al- 
mighty with the administration of his own affairs ; men thrust themselves 
into his place and seek to provide modes of action for him, because they 
are unwilling to wait the course of his providence. The case of Saul is 
an example of this. But his sacrifice offered under the pressure of a 
great apparent necessity brought down upon him not a blessing but a 
curse. ‘* The Philistines gathered themselves together to fight with 
Israel, thirty thousand chariots and six thousand horsemen and people as 
the sand which is on the seashore in multitude: and they came up and 
pitched in Michmash, eastward from Beth-aven. When the men of 


Israel saw that they were ina straight, (for the people were distressed,) 
then the people did hide themselves in caves and in thickets, and in 


rocks, and in high places, and in pits. 


And some of the Hebrews went 
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over Jordon to the land of Gad and Gilead. As for Saul, he was in Gil- 
gal, and all the people followed kim trembling. And he tarried seven 
days, according to the set time that Samuel had appointed: but Samuel 
came not to Gilgal, and the people were scattered from him. And Saul 
said bring hitherto a burnt offering to me, and peace.offerings. And he 
offered the burnt offering. And it came to pass, that as soon as he had 
made an end of offering the burnt offering, behold, Samuel came ; and 
Saul went out to meet him, that he might salute him. And Samuel said, 
What hast thou done?’ And Saul said, because I saw that the people 
were scattered from me, and that thou camest not within the days ap- 
pointed, and that the Philistines gathered themselves together at Mich- 
mash ; therefore, said I, the Philistines will come down now upon me to 
Gilgal, and I have not made supplication to the Lord: I forced myself, 
therefore, and offered a burnt offering. And Samuel said to Saul, thou 
hast done foolishly : thou hast not kept the commandments of the Lord 
thy God which he commanded thee: for now would the Lord have 
established thy kingdom upon Israel forever. But now thy kingdom 
shall not continue: the Lord hath sought him a man after his own heart, 
and the Lord hath commanded him to be captain over his people, be- 
cause thou hast not kept that which the Lord commanded thee.” 

From the “ Careless Christian’? we extract :—‘* The modern Calvin- 
ist believes that, if all infants in receiving the sacrament of baptism, 
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit, so many of those who are baptized, 
would not lead wicked lives.” But it is one thing to be made a partaker 
of this privilege, and another thing to improve by it. In your case, the 
privilege has been received, but the due improvement of it has been 
wanting. You may discover, perhops, no traces of any benefit having 
been derived from your baptism; bur that proves not that no benefit was 
vouchsafed. No one can say how many thousands are still living afar 
from God, just because they had not faith in what he did for them at 
their baptism. At all events, it is of the very character of Scripture teach- 
ing, to set forth to us the greatness of our privileges, the immensity of 
what God has done for us, the freeness of the pardon, with which he has 
pardoned us. To be told that we have been once placed in the fold of 
Christ, will not make us less careful to learn, whether we have since 
wandered from it. To believe that we have been washed and cleansed, 
will not make us less careful, lest we should again ‘ wallow in the mire.’ 
To be reminded of the talent we have received, will not make us less 
anxious about returning it with increase. ‘To believe that we have been 
born again, will not make us less watchful, lest we be again dead. We 
are not, we cannot be heathen, we may be worse. Apostate Christians, 
“twice dead,” “ plucked up by root.” But that we may not be such, it 
were well we should be reminded of all that God has done for our souls, 
and urgently implored, not to destroy that which God has done so much to 
save. “ Such is the Scripture doctrine, as,explained in the Church cate- 
chism. It is very different, indeed, as understood by the Puritans, and 
those who approve of their inventions. They cannot understand how 
the grace of God can be received in vain, and they hold men account- 
able for talents which they have not received ; bound to exhibit the fruits 
of the Spirit, although as they insist the Spirit has not been vouchsafed 
tothem.” .... The very insisting upon holiness as necessary to sal- 
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vation, is sometimes spoken of, from a strange misapprehension of Scrip- 
ture, as if it were inconsistent with the grace of the Gospel. “ The ill 
instructed will urge, that what I have insisted on will make salvation of 
works, not of grace. But nothing has been stated to countenance the 
notion that heaven can be purchased by the holiness of man. All is 
quite consistent with the truth that our blessed Saviour alone did, by his 
precious death and triumphant resurrection, open the gates of heaven for 
man. But for his work of suffering and love, they wovld have continued 
shut against us forever. But this great truth being allowed on all hands, 
the question is, (now that they are opened,) who shall ascend unto the hill 
of the Lord? And if we are distinctly told that ‘nothing that defileth,’ 
shall enter therein, who but such as are holy are justified in hoping for 
admittance ? Archbishop Leighton saith « holiness is no less necessary 
to salvation, than if it were the meriting cause of it;”’ and Flavel says, 
‘we may as well hope to be saved without Christ, as to be saved without 
conformity to Christ.’ ”’ 

This brings the author to the inquiry, wherein holiness does not con- 
sist? He, of course, gives no countenance to the notions which some 
entertain, who will have recourse to extreme unction, or others, who, 
with scarcely less ignorance believe that the Lord’s supper must blot out 
all their sins, or who trust to their morality, or who rest their hopes on 
a confession of their guilt, or on a renunciation of all confidence in them- 
selves. Nor yet will he agree with those who think “ they shall have 
all that is necessary for life, if the-righteousness or holiness of Christ is 
imputed to them, and by means of this apparently pious thought, uncon- 
sciously escape from a sense of the necessity of their own personal holi- 
ness.” ‘ Many who can speak fluently of the glory of Christ, and the 
ductrines of grace, seem to overlook the great end of Christ’s coming 
into the world, and neglect to ‘ perfect holiness in the fear of God.’ 

On Justifying Faith we are instructed thus :—* It is sometimes ima- 
gined that, whatever may appear to be the testimony of all Scripture 
respecting obedience as the defining form, the soul and essential vitality 
of the faith that justifies,—it must at least be conceded that the theory 
which keeps this out of sight, and inculcates bare fiduciary reliance, is 
the more humble one ;—that inasmuch as it ascribes every thing to the 
grace of God, and nothing to our co-operation with that grace, it must 
be adverse to pride. And indeed there would be truth in this, if men 
were so constituted as never to be proud of any thing except their own 
deserts, real orsupposed. But when the country is so plain and palpa- 
ble from universal experience, that favor is just as much an object of 
elation as merit, the thinness of this disguise is indeed manifest. It ad- 
mits of more than doubt, whether men are so universally inclined to 
stand on their own merits before God, as this system supposes them to 
be: but it admiis of no question whatever, that a man may be as much 
inflated with the notion of being certainly set apart for salvation, as with 
any other notion whatever. When St. Paul addresses the Gentiles, 
whom the mere free grace of God had admitted into the Church instead 
of the once chosen people of Israel, he bids them “ not to be high mind- 
ed,” as though he who spared not the natural branches could not but 
spare them, but on the contrary, to be assured that the same vices and 
errors which had led to the Jews’ rejection, might even now cause theirs 
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also. Here what is the high mindedness guarded against ? Clearly not 
a notion of inherent gooduess or desert, but simply and solely, a confi- 
dence in the favor of God as absolutely indefectible. And when the 
same Apostle for himself declares that a messenger of Satan was sent to 
humble him, lest he should be exalted above measure, the grounds of 
self elation that rendered so extraordinary a remedy necessary, were 
not his abilities, his labors, his sufferings for Christ’s sake, the things he 
had just before enumerated in what he terms the folly of glorying on 
their account: it is not, | say, these apparent claims of merit that are 
represented as peculiarly exalting him, but the revelations with which 
he has been favored by God. And so when the devil here would tempt 
our Lord and Saviour to an act of spiritual high-mindedness, he does 
not do it by setting before him his goodness and transcendant merits, 
but simply by representing God’s support as absolutely certain and 
pledged to him, in whatever situation he might choose to place himself. 
Surely then this should convince us, that, to avoid pride in spiritual 
things, something more is necessary than framing humble theories of 
religion on grounds merely subjective and esthetical; that what we, 
thus guided, may esteem lowly theories, may be in the judgment of God 
proud ones; that our true humility consists in abiding in the place in 
which his free mercy has placed us, and in attending with equal docility 
to every part of his revelation. It is no trifling snare of Satan, when 
men have been led to esteem their comfort or support concerned in un- 
dervaluing any part of the divine testimony: nor is it a trifling exem- 
plification of this, when they have been induced to regard, as beneath 
their notice, those ever predicted manifestations of Christ’s authority 
and grace to the world, which a more lowly thought would lead them 
most highly to regard and reverence. Church order and unity,—the 
prescribed ordinances of religion,—nay, the sacraments of Christ him- 
self,—are treated as inferior things, if not as beggarly elements, by those 
who place themselves on this lofty eminence. And in perfect consist- 
ency with this, they recommend as an actual safeguard against misun- 
derstanding the divine oracles of Scripture, an overweening confidence 
in our own powers of perception above all that have preceded us: an 
antipathy to all ages of Christendom but those immediately before us, as 
not only adding to the Gospel, but ignorant of its very essence; those 
ages including times when Christ was confessed to the death against the 
strongest powers of the world,—those also where the true faith in his 
deity and incarnation, without which all Gospel truth is necessarily un- 
fixed, were defined and vindicated from assault in a manner of which we 
profit far more than we can adequately acknowledge,—as well as those 
nearer times under the shadow of whose munificent institutions we actu- 
ally live. Such fruits, not surely indicative of humility, are found to 
accompany this novel and naked view of Gospel privileges and promises ; 
and if worse fruits do not follow, as in preceding parts of history they 
have followed, such presumptions,—we owe it mainly to the tacit influ- 
ence, even here of a purer and holier system ; even that Catholic system 
to which our offices and liturgy, in their language respecting faith and 
obedience, bear a constant and never-failing witness.” 


i 
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BAPTISM AND REGENERATION. 


But there is another view of the subject, viz: What is the doctrine 
which the honest Churchman who professes to act out the spirit of his 
Church in her sacraments, and articles, and canons, ought to hold and 
exhibit? The question is simply this. Does the Church of England 
consider the efficacy of the baptismal sacrament so contingent a thing 
and so barren a rite, as to regard the child in the same spiritual condition 
before baptism, as it does after it has been baptized ? Now we frankly 
confess the sectarian alchymy which certain low churchmen have applied 
to our office of baptism, in order to change into another meaning certain 
terms which obviously imply, @ vegeneration to accompany the sacrament, 
would deserve a description we should be sorry to apply. Truly those 
who have been stricken into horrors at a certain ‘‘ newmber ninety,” may 
begin to tremble at number one,—that is themselves! Perhaps the re- 
cords of the Church contain nothing more jesuitically unfair than certain 
attempts to prove this, namely, that the Church of England in her office 
for infant baptism did not know what she intended; does not intend 
what she declares; does not declare what she means; does not mean 
what she can prove; and what she can prove, is nothing but what every 
individual clergyman may, ez-cathedra of self, choose to assert! Against 
this, one simple passage in her service is an ample reply,—‘ Seeing now, 
dearly beloved brethren, that this child is regenerate,” &c. But is this 
regeneration no substantive reality ? Is it a mere ideal possibility, a 
contingent something which faith cannot apprehend? No, we beg you 
to listen to the following words :—“ Let us give thanks unto Almighty 
God for these benefits.” Here undoubtedly is a return of grateful prayer, 
not for a fiction or idea, but for positive and ascertainable good. But 
what follows is still more conclusive : ‘ And with one accord make our 
prayers unto Him, that this child may lead the rest of his life according 
to this beginning.” Now let us for God’s sake, be candid. What can 
the Church mean by “ ¢hzs beginning,” except it be a commenced life 
of the new creature in the second Adam, as opposed to the death of the 
old life by original sin in the first Adam? No words can be more deci- 
sive than these: and it is more worthy a Popish controversialist than a 
minister of our reformed Catholic Church, to bend these words into a 
shape and significance which it is impossible the Church herself could 
ever have intended them to bear.—Montgomery’s Gospel before the Age. 





From nine-tenths to fourteen-fifteenths of the whole Christian world 
are Episcopalians, that is, have the apostolic succession. A large por- 
tion of the dissenters have established a spurious Episcopacy, viz :— 
Lutherans, Methodists, &c.—being convinced of the expediency of hav- 
ing three orders in the ministry. Some of the congregational mission- 
aries to the East also found it expedient to elect an Ecclesiastical 


Superintendant. 
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POETRY. 


FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 
AUTUMNAL THOUGHTS. 
“ We do all fade as a leaf.” 


Autumn leaves are dying—falling— - 
And crush’d beneath our careless tread ; 
Time is flying—to us calling, 
“ Prepare ye all to join the dead !” 


Autumn flow’rs are blighted—dropping, 
And all unheeded strew the earth: ; 
Time tho’ slighted»-is not stopping 
To bid us think of its true worth ! 


Autumn winds are blowing—chilling— 
And summer’s brightness steals away ; 

Time's switt stream is flowing—willing 
For none to wait—to pnuse—to stay ! 


Autumnal leaves ARE falling fast— 
Autumnal flow’rs are fading too, 
Autumnal winds @re calling—*“ haste, 
For Time brings death to ws and you!” M. G. 


Charleston, Sept. 22, 1845. 


THE CHURCH OF OUR FATHERS. 


Half screen’d by its trees, in the Sabbath’s calm smile, 

The Church of our Fathers, how meekly it stands! 

O villagers, gaze on the old hallowed pile, 

It was dear to their hearts, it was raised by their hands. 
Who loves not the place where they worshipp’d their God ? 
Who loves not the ground where their ashes repose ? 

Dear even the daisy that blooms on the sod. 

For dear is the dust from which it arose ! 


Then say, shall the Church that our forefathers built, 
Which the tempests of ages have battered in vain, 
Abandoned by us in supineness or guilt, 
Oh say, shall it fall by the rash and profane? 
Oh! perish tle impious hand that would take 
One shred fromits altar, one stone from its towers! 
The life-blood of martyrs hath flowed for its sake, 
And its fall—if it fall—shall be redden’d with ours! 
R. STorey. 


AID OO PON — 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


To the Episcopalians of Charleston and its vicinity— BretHren !|— 
By request of the Ladies Managers of the ‘Charleston Protestant 
Episcopal Female Domestic Missionary Society,” the undersigned 
would appeal to the members of our Church in this Diocese, in 
behalf of this charity, which for twenty-five years has been giving the 
Gospel freely to the poor of this city and suburbs, but which now for 
the first time finds itself at a loss in sustaining its missionaries. 
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Its income fell short at its late anniversary nearly $150; and as it 
is dependent upon the kind ness which God the Holy Spirit may 
cause to spring up, year by year, freshly from the hearts of the pious 
of our communion, its Managers trust that the knowledge of its need 
will ensure speedily the requisite aid. 

Its design of providing the privileges of the Gospel for those, who 
from poverty or physical infirmity cannot attend elsewhere than in its 
Chapels, is well understood, and approved, we presume, universally. 
During a quarter of a century, its agents have been going through the 
lanes and into the hovels of this city, imparting peace to many of the 
sorrowful, and conveying grace to the souls of hundreds, perhaps thou- 
sands, who might else have perished in their sins. Success, hitherto 
increasing steadily, has cheered them in these efforts. There are now 
about 200 communicants in the two Congregations, and in the Sunday 
Schools about 200 children; and in two Parochial Schools 53 pupils, 
in connexion with the elder of the Chapels. But the books of the 
Great Day alone will shew how many by these means will have been 
nourished unto life eternal. Let it not in that Day appear also, that 
any, through the fault of their wealthier brethren, have fainted and died 
by the way for lack of spiritual food. The supporters of this charity 
are not disposed to lean too much upon others. The Ladies with zeal, 
silent and unwearied, have been raising in their labor of love for some 
years past, more than $1500 annually, for the two branches of the mis- 
sion. Nor is it, therefore, till after they have done their utmost, that 
they now invite to their aid those who hitherto have stood aloof, possibly 
from the want rather of information, than of a desire to co-operate in 
so good a work. 

Of the members of our Church in this city, numbering about 2,400 
adults, there are the names of only 245 annual, and 39 life subscribers 
on the lists of this Society. Will not many now add theirs? The sub- 
scription annually is $2, (some give $5) and for life membership $20. 
Donations or subscriptions may be sent to any of the Clergy of the city. 

“ Freely ye have received; freely give.” 
Yours in Christian fellowship, 
C. E. GapspeEn, 
C. H. Hancxet, > Ex. Comm’te. 
Pau. TrRapier, 

October 10th, 1845. 

The following resolution was passed at a meeting of the Committee, 
July 23d, of this year :— 

‘“‘ Resolved, That whereas the Mission Chapels of St- Stephen’s and St. John’s were 
erected and are supported for the benefit of the poor and disabled of the city and subarbs, 
therefore it is by this Committee deemed inexpedient, that the Missionaries of the said 


Chapels should recognize any other as their parishioners, but such as can, in their judgment, 
be legitimately included in the above classes.”’ 


Monthly Missionary Lecture at St. Stephen’s.—That for October was 
by the Rector of St. Michael’s, and we understand (not being in the 
city) that the subject was the claims of Texas. Amount collected, 
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Journal of the Bishop of the Diocese—Extracts from tt—June 28th, 
at Aiken, after “ Morning Prayer,” by the Rector of St. John’s, Colle- 
ton, | preached on Confirmation, In the afternoon, 1 read “ Eveuing 
Prayer,” and the Rector of St. John’s preached. 

29:1, Sunday, same place, I preached in the morning, confirmed 7 

ersons, and administered the holy communion to 19 persons. In the 
afternoon IL delivered an address to the confirmed, and after “ the bles- 
sing” had a special service for the blacks, expounding Acts x., the 
case of Cornelius—about 50 of whom attended. This was a day of 
much gratification, in the evidence of the diligence of the Pastor; 
in the acceptableness of his ministrations to the people—in the blessing 
which appears to have attended his care and labors—in the large number 
who were present in the morning—in the devotion and attention which 
were manifested, in particular by the confirmed and the Communicants, 
in the interest of the black people, who remained after evening service 
to receive teaching and counsel—an interest which has been much in- 
creased by the exhortations of a worthy Presbyter, who has kindly been 
assisting the Rector for some weeks—and finally by the prospect, that 
the piety and humanity which, under not a little discouragement, and by 
both services and sacrifices feunded and fostered this Church, is likely 
to attain the desired and desirable result. “ Praise the Lord, O my 
soul! Remember them, O my God, concerning this, and wipe not out their 
good deeds for the house of God, and for the offices thereof !” 

July Ist. The semi-annual examination of the School of the Diocese 
was held, and deemed very satisfactory—it was chiefly conducted by the 
Rector, assisted by several of the clergy and the Bishop. The number 
of pupils at present is 39. 

Sth. A candidate for Holy Orders had his second examination, three 
Presbyters assisting me in conducting it. 

13th. Sunday, at St. James’ Chapel, near Fort Johnson, James’ Island, 
I preached, A. M. and P. M., confirmed one person, and catechized the 
children. A vesiry room has been provided since my last visit, which I 
found a great convenience, as it must be in a greater degree, to the 
Rector. 

August Ist. At St. Michael’s, P. M., I preached preparatory to the 
Holy Communion. 

3d. Eleventh Sunday after Trinity, P. M., at St. John’s, Hampstead, 
I preached on the Lord’s supper. Confirmation was to have been ad- 
ministered, but very inclement weather prevented the attendance of 
most of the candidates, and was postponed. 

Sth, At Mount Pleasant, in Christ Church Parish, at the chapel called 
“St. Andrew’s,” I read “ Eyening Prayer,” and preached on Confir- 
mation. 

10th. T'welfth Sunday after Trinity, at the same place, I administered 
Confirmation, and the Lord’s supper—catechized the children, and made 
an address to the confirmed, In the afternoon I preached. 

14th. Same place, I read “ Evening Prayer,” 

17th. Thirteenth Sunday after Trinity, at St. John’s, Hampstead, 
after “ Evening Prayer,” I administered Confirmation to 11 persons, 
and made an address, 

19th. At Aiken, read “ Evening Prayers, except the lessons. 
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20th. At Aiken, officiated at the institution of the Rev. Alfred Edmond 
Ford, in the morning, and in the evening I read the lessons, 

21st. Same place, after “ Evening Prayer,” I delivered a lecture ex- 
pository of the office of institution. 

September 3. At Sullivan’s Island, in Grace Church, after ‘* Morning 
Prayer,” I preached on Confirmation, and administered the rite to one 
person, an officer of the army, residing at this post. 

It was very gratifying to notice that, since my last visit to this Church 
it had been put in a state of complete repair; an enclosure, now for the 
first time, provided, and trees planted within it—the Communion table 
placed in its proper position, with the desk and pulpit on the right and 
left of it. These last are within the Church rails instead of without them, 
which we deem preferable. ‘The march of improvement is onward, and 
we understand convenient and appropriate arrangements are in antici- 

ation. 

23d. At Newberry Court-house village, ‘‘ Morning Prayer’ was con- 
ducted by the Missionary (Rev. R.S. Seely,) baptism was administered 
by me to a male adult, and I preached, also made some suggestions as to 
the changes of posture, according as the exercise was prayer, or praise, 
or hearing the word. About 30 persons were present—the sitting of the 
court prevented a larger congregation. 

At night, after “ Evening Prayer” by the Minister, I administered 
Confirmation to one person, the same who had been baptized to-day, and 
made an address—the congregation larger than in the morning. 

24th. Same church—after ‘‘ Morning Prayer’ by the Minister, I 
preached—the congregation small. At night, I read ‘ Evening Prayer,” 
and the sermon was by the missionary at this station. 

27th. At Greenville. The “ Morning Prayer” and “ Ante-Commu- 
nion”’ were read by the Deacon, (Rev. H. M. Dennison,) and I preached. 

28th. Nineteenth Sunday after Trinity, same church, “ Morning 
Prayer” by the Rector of St. Peter’s, Charleston ‘ Aute-Communion 3” 
Confirmation to 6 persons, and an address ; also, Holy Communion ad- 
ministered, by myself; Rev. Mr. Pinckney reading the sentences—and 
the Rev. Mr. Barnwell assisting in distributing the elements. I[t was 
gratifying to hear the responses made audibly, feelingly, and more gen- 
erally than usual. The increase of this congregation, and of the town, 
has induced the determination 10 erect a new Church, larger and more 
pleasing to the eye than the present, and it is not doubted that the en- 
terprize and liberality enlisted in the undertaking will be encouraged by 
the assistnnce of members of the Church, and others, not resident in 
Greenville, and that, under the blessing of God, the good work will be 
consummated. 

29th. Feast of “ St. Michael,” and all angels—same Church—* Morn- 
ing Prayer” was by the Minister, I baptized a male adult—delivered a 
lecture from “ Hobart’s Fasts and Festivals,’’ and confirmed two black 
persons. 

October 1st. At St. Paul’s Church, Pendleton, “ Morning Prayer” 
was by the Rector, (Rev. W. Potter,) I administered Confirmation to 6 
persons, and delivered an address. After “‘ Evening Prayer” I preached 
and confirmed 1 person. 
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3d. At Trinity Church, Abbeville, after “ Evening Prayer” by the 
Rector, (Rev. A. H. Cornish,) I preached. Since 1 was here about a 
year since, the Church has been well painted—the ground of it enclosed 
with a neat substantial fence, and several acres of land contiguous to the 
Church, purchased for a glebe—it is an elevated spot, commandinga 
view of much of the surrounding country, and adorned by an oak grove. 

4th. Same Church—* Morning Prayer” and a sermon was by me. 

5th. Twentieth Sunday after Trinity—same Church,—“ Morning 
Prayer” and “ Ante-Communion” by the Minister, [ administered Con- 
firmation to two persons, delivered an address, and the Lord’s supper, 
and catechized. After “ Evening Prayer” by the Minister, I preached. 
A young gentleman of this district (Abbeville,) made known to me his 
desire to offer himself to the Standing Committee as a candidate for 
Holy Orders ; and a letter of dismission from the diocese of Virginia, 
was presented by another, who is also of this district. 

6th. Same Church, 1 read ** Morning Prayer” and preached. 

7th. At Trinity Church, Edgefield, after ‘“‘ Evening Prayer” by the 
Minister (Rev. C. B. Walker,) I administered Confirmation to 3 persons, 
and made an address. 


Garment Society — The Annual Meeting was held in St. Philip’s Sun- 
day School Room on Friday, the 17th October—opened with prayer by 
the Rev. Dr. Hanckel, who read the report printed in page 235. The 
same oflicers were re-elected. 


Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society of the P. E. Church.—The 
‘Spirit of Missions” for October, advocates well the claims of the Jews 
on Missionary benevolence, enforced by the example of Churchmen in 
Great britain, and represents the Treasury for Domestic Missions as in 
a state of exhaustion. There is intelligence from Africa ; Athens, (where 
our Missionary has been appointed Chaplain to the English Embassy,) 
Texas, and China, and a part of Bishop Southgate’s interesting lecture 
onthe “ Oriental Churches.” 

The amount reported is, for Domestic Missions, only $865; from 
South-Carolina $119. For Foreign, $603; from South-Carolina $208. 

Extract of a letter from one of our Missionaries, (Rev. J. W. Miles,) dated 
“ Pera, July 25—Rt. Rev. and dear father in God—If I had possessed any 
intelligence, the communication of which I thought might have proved 
interesting to you, I should have long before this sent you a letter from 
Stamboul; and now indeed I have little else to say than to assure you 
of my continued remembrance and affection. My principal occupation 
hitherto, has been the acquisition of the colloquial Turkish and Armenian 
acquaintance. The arrival of the Bishop infuses new life and vigor into 
us all, and we will be soon fully occupied in carrying out his pious and 
judicious plans for the renovation of these drooping, but most interesting 
Churches. He designs his work to be entirely dissevered from secular 
and political connections and plans, and to be eminently spiritual and 
evangelical ; norcan we conceive how any one who has ever taken the 
trouble to learn his private plans, and the principles upon which he de- 
signs acting, can fail to approve them as scriptural and primitive, The 
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Turkish is exceedingly difficult and complicated ; and to acquire a mas- 
tery of even the colloquial is a work of labor and years. I can now con- 
verse tolerably in it, and have begun the study of modern Armenian, 
(also a difficult, and, what the Turkish is not—a very harsh and uncouth 
tongue,) for the purpose of translations for the nation. The Bishop 
hopes to obtain an authorized translation of the Holy Scriptures: for 
the modern versions at present existing, being unauthorized, are regard- 
ed with suspicion, and so the word of God is not so generally known, as 
we trust sanguinely by divine grace to make it, through the medium of 
a translation which shall be authorized, and so freely circulated, and its 
perusal encouraged. There is unquestionably much deplorable igno- 
rance among the Armenian nation ; but yet they are neither heathen nor 
infidels, and I venture to say that many will be found as familiar with the 
Scriptures as the generality of pious people in our own country; although 
it is equally true that of those many, there are many who are familiar 
with the Bible from frequently having perused it, while they are but lit- 
tle acquainted with its spirit and power. But we know that this can be 
said of too many in our own land: upon whom, as upon these Eastern 
brethren, may God pour out abundantly that grace and knowledge which 
maketh “ wise unto salvation.” The Armenian Patriarch appears to be 
an excellent man, and aware of the need of reformation in his Church, 
as also desirous of seeing it effected. He published, before his elevation 
to the Patriarchate a work on the Church, in which Lam told he exhibits 
spiritual views, and a sense of the necessity of personal piety, instead of 
a reliance upon mere external ceremonies. And I have been led to 
believe that the mass of the clergy are far superior not only in intelli- 
gence and learning, as would be expected, but also in correct views of 
what is true piety, to the laity. From them I| think we may expect co- 
operation in the reformation of their Church. It is part of the Bishop’s 
plan to have services and preaching in the Eastern languages; and there 
is no doubt that they will be freely attended by the people; while there 
is nothing to prevent our freely preaching the truth to clergy and people 
in their houses and shops, by judicious visiting and conversation. Of 
course you know well that it is no part of our design or desire to pro- 
duce a schism in these Churches; while at the same time, we shall not 
feel precluded from the most earnest testifying to the truth, by the un- 
reasonahle or ungodly opposition of any, should such opposition arise ; 
although I do not believe that any opposition will be excited to such a 
length as to drive out of the pale of their own Church such as listen to 
and advocate the truth, and labor for the reformation of their Church ; but 
on the contrary, I am persuaded that reformation will gradually and 
peaceably progress, until these ancient bodies shine with the pure and 
primitive truth of the Gospel of Christ. And this I believe from the 
fact, that it is not like a reformation to be attempted among Romanists, 
but it is a work to be done among people, who knowing some of the 
truth, know the necessity for reform, and are not committed to their er- 
rors as the Romish Church is by erroneous creeds and councils; but 
who have a pure creed, and are free from the most obnoxious errors of 
the Church of Rome. The Armenians do not regard themselves as the 
only true Church, nor as free from error, nor do they hold transubstan- 
tiation or purgatory, nor do they know what indulgences are ;—and 
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their standards do not teach salvation by works, but by the grace of God 
through faith in Christ Jesus ; although the mass of the people have not 
clear ideas at all of what is sanctioned and taught by their neglected 
standards, since these are in the ancient tongue. They recognize the 
Bible as the standard of faith ; and when they have this in the vernacular, 
they will abide by its decisions, and not torture it to support their super- 
stitions. Such is a very general view of the condition of the nation, and 
it seems to me to present encouragement for our labors. Should these 
succeed, no one can calculate the effect upon the entire East, which is a 
heavy mass of ignorance, to be moved as I believe in the providence of 
God, by the lever of the intelligent, docile, and least corrupted nation 
here, to-wit: the Armenians. May we have the prayers of all who love 
the truth in behalf of our important work !”’ 


Bishop Hopkins’ Sermon—An Extract—*“ The divine authority of 
the Episcopal system, so clearly demonstrated in the promise of the 
blessed Redeemer to his Apostles, ‘ Lo, [ am with you always, even to 
the end of the world.’—the succession which has brought down their 
office to our own day in one unbroken line, and by virtue of which our 
own eccesiastical polity maintains its apostolic title—the plain rule es- 
tablished for the ordination and government, by those and those alone 
who stand in the rank of this succession, so that it is zmpossible for us con- 
sistently to acknowledge Holy Orders or the office of the Priesthood in the 
Church, except it be according to the apostolic law which Christ appoint- 
ed—these are matters on which I design not to enlarge, only because I 
take it for granted that there is but one mind among us concerning them, 
and that they have, moreover, become so familiar through the active agen- 
cies of the pulpit and the press, within the last few years; that the doc- 
trine of the Church in these respects ean hardly be mistaken.” 

Maine.—The 26th Annual Convention of this diocese was held July 
9 and 10—Present, the Bishop, 3 of the clergy, and 8 lay delegates.— 
There are 8 clergymen. The following was passed.—“ It is most clearly 
desirable that all our parishes should be ready and willing to lay by 
them in store each week, according as the Lord hath prospered them, 
and then consecrate that store to the service of God. This, the Commit- 
tee hold to be too evident to require support, and would, therefore, re- 
commend the adoption of the following resolution: Resolved, That in 
the opinion of this Convention, itis desirable that in all our Parishes the 
plan of Weekly Offerings should be adopted as soon as the several Rec- 
tors shall believe its adoption practicable, and likely to increase the con- 
tributions of their various Parishes.” 

From the Bishop’s Address we extract:—‘“ The present aspect of 
things in reference to our Church at large in this country, affords ground 
for the hope we have expressed touching the local prosperity which 
awaits her in this diocese. Traduced and vilified as the favorites of 
those popish corruptions which she was first to renounce, and will be 
the last to restore: sneered at as being neglectful of godly discipline : 
made the common butt of malicious assault by scrupulous but misguided 
piety on the one hand, and virulent heresy and infidelity on the other— 
her enemies boldly prophesied her ruin or division; and even some of 
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her timid friends trembled for her stability. But the severe trials to 
which she has been subjected, whether from intestine treachery or out- 
ward assaults,—have served only to bring out in bolder relief those con- 
servative principles which are inwrought in her divine constitution, to 
display the power of her hidden but divine bond of unity-—indestructi- 
ble, because divine; and to demonstrate, more conclusively than ever, 
that, as a Church founded upon the rock, the gates of hell shall never 
prevail against her. The reiterated avowal of the great doctrines of 
the Reformation on the part of our highest ecclesiastical council, to give 
additional security to the faith; the painful acts of discipline, which 
seemed necessary for the preservation of moral purity ; the increase of 
the missionary spirit, together with the unquestioned advancement of 
our clergy in the avowal and publication of the cardinal truths of the 
Gospel, and of the Laity, in the virtues and graces that adorn it; all—all 
serve to persuade us into a belief that our branch of the Christian Church 
largely shares the protection and blessing of heaven; and to believe that 
she is destined, in the providence of God, to afford a refuge to multitudes 
flying from the desolations of fanaticism, heresy and disorder, to which 
so many of the communities around her have fallen a prey ; and, also, to 
exert an important agency for the welfare of our beloved country, and 
to become a joy and praise upon earth. The effects of recent events 
will be, to convince reflecting men of other names, that a fixedness and 
stability are to be found in her principles and ordinances, unknown to 
religious institutions of human origin and modern growth. While those 
within will be more and more strengthened in their attachment to her : 
more and more settled in the conviction that ‘God is in the midst of 
her and therefore, she shall not be moved.” 

New-Hampshire-—The 45th Annual Convention of this diocese was 
held June 25 and 26.—Present, the Bishop, 8 clergymen and 14 lay- 
men, representing 7 congregations. There are 1 Bishop, 10 Presby- 
ters, and 2 Deacons, and 1 candidate for Holy Orders. In his Address 
the Bishop remarked :—“ On this first occasion of meeting under our 
new relations, [ present my affectionate greetings ; and in humble, sin- 
cere reliance, as I trust, on the presence and help of the Spirit of Christ, 
I tender the assurance of my lively sympathies in all your cares and 
trials, and my ready co-operation in such plans and measures of useful- 
ness as the cause of Christ may demand at our hands. Whether “the 
days of my appointed time” be many or few, [ have given them to Christ 
by a vow of solemn dedication, and have become “ your servant for 
Jesus’ sake,”—saubdued and humbled under the consideration, that ne- 
cessity is laid upon me, that “I count not my life dear, &c.” .. .. I 
have reason for saying, that among our people generally, there is a great 
and lamentable want of Church books—books that explain, and illus- 
trate, and defend the doctrines, discipline and worship of the Church. 
There is no better way of supplying this want than by the formation of 
parish libraries, to the use of which your children may naturally rise 
from the more juvenile library of the Sunday school..+.. It is well 
known that a Canon was passed at the last General Convention, provi- 
ding for the introduction into the service of the Church of a new class of 
deacons. The ordination of deacons under that Canon is made depend- 
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ent on a previous request from the Diocesan Convention. Whether we 
need such a class here, you will judge. For myself, see no demand.” 

Massachusetts —The 55th Annual Convention was held June 11-13. 
Present, the Bishop, 41 of the clergy, and several lay delegates. There 
are 11 candidetes for Orders. From the report of “‘ The Church of the 
Advent” we read :—* The sittings, by the terms of its organization, are to 
be entirely free, and the Church is to be supported by the voluntary obla- 
tions of the worshippers. In accordance with God’s word, and the order 
ofthe Church, opportunity is afforded for every individual, “ on the first 
day of the week to lay by himin store as God hath prospered him,” and 
to“ offer his gift upon the altar,” in that part of the divine service which is 
hence called “ the offertory.” ‘* Every man, according as he is disposed 
in his heart, not grudgingly or of necessity, for God loveth a cheerful 
giver.” The result thus far has been very encouraging. Our straitened 
quarters have been constantly thronged, though at considerable sacrifice 
on the part of the congregation of the usual luxuries of modern worship. 
About forty families have been identified with the parish from the out- 
set. The number of adults, married or unmarried, exceeds one hundred, 
besides sixty or seventy children.” 

Iilinois—The 9th Annual Convention of this diocese met June 16 
and 17.—Present, the Bishop, 14 of the clergy, and 11 lay delegates, 
representing 7 Parishes, The number of clergymen is 25, and 4 candi- 
dates for Orders. The Bishop, as usual, has travelled much, and his 
efforts to raise funds for Jubilee College have been remarkably success- 
ful. ‘* The design” of the college is the frontispiece of the Journal, and 
it isa large, neat edifice. 

Lord’s day.— The butchers of Mobile have nnanimously resolved 
that Sunday, the 13th of April, was the last Sunday on which they will 
hold market or sell any meat. They say very truly, that ‘ the constant 
exertion of the physical powers, and the sacrifice of domestic and social 
comforts, show the necessity of rest one day in the week.’ ” 
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CALENDAR FOR NOVEMBER, 1845. 


1. All Saints. one Sunday after the Epiphany. 

2. Twenty-fourth Sunday after Trinity. | 16. Twenty-sixth Sunday after Trinity. 

5. Thankseriving-day—appointed by the | 23. T'wenty-seventh do. do. do.—On 
City Council of Charleston. this day the Collect, Epistle and Gospel, 

9. T'wenty-fifth Sunday after Trinity.— for the 25th Sunday after Trinity, are to 
On this and the following Sunday, the be read. 
Collects, Epistles, and Gospels for two | 30. Advent Sunday.—St. Andrew, the Apos- 
of the Sundays after the Epiphany, are tle. 





to be read, in this year there was only 
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Page 206, line 3, from top, for “ members,” read subscribers. 





